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U.S.  TOBACCO  EXPORTS 
LOVJER  IN  JUNE 

U.S.  exports  of  -unmanufactured  tobacco  in  June  1953  totaled  32.2  million 
pounds,  down  19.2  percent  from  June  1957'    The  value ,  at  $23.2  million,  was 
also  down  19.2  percent. 

Exports  of  all  kinds  of  tobacco  except  Virginia  fire -cured  and  Maryland 
were  below  those  of  June  1957 •    Flue-cured  and  Burley  exports  were  off  15-9 
percent  and  35 • 5  percent,  respectively,  from  the  level  of  June  a  year  ago. 
Dark-fired  Kentucky -Tennessee  leaf  was  down  kk.7  percent. 

For  the  first  6  months  of  1958,  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  totaled 
l6l.6  million  pounds--down  1+.8  percent  from  the  January-June  1957  period. 
Exports  of  Burley,  Virginia  fire -cured,  Green  River,  Black  Fat,  and  cigar 
tobaccos  were  larger  this  year  than  in  1957 •    The  principal  drop  was  in  exports 
of  flue -cured  tobacco;  at  about  120  million  pounds,  they  were  almost  19  per- 
cent below  those  for  January -June  1957' 


TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:     U.S.  exports,  by  type  and  export  weight, 
January-June  1957  a^d  1958,  with  percent  change 


• 
• 

June 

Percent 

January -June 

Percent 

Type  I 

1957  : 

1953  ; 

change 

1957  : 

1953 

change 

1,000  : 

1,000  : 

1,000  : 

1,000  ■ 

• 

pounds  : 

pounds  • 

Percent 

pounds  • 

pounds 

Percent 

30,222  : 

25, +30 

-15.9 

1+7,226- 

119,775 

-18.6 

k,122  ' 

2,658 

-35.5 

13,2+8 

1^,330 

+8.2 

Dark-fired  Ky. -Tenn. . . : 

3,082  : 

1,705 

-hh.i 

11,889' 

11,760 

-1.1 

280 

+08 

+^5.7 

■  2,213 

2,315 

++.6 

503 

5^9 

:  +9.1 

:  6,366 

+,833 

-2k. 1 

17 

k 

-76.5 

68+ 

781 

+1+.2 

28 

:  1,30k 

+15 

•  -68.2 

k&o 

kkh 

•  -3.5 

1,830 

2,358 

+25.+ 

630 

•  -31.7 

:  2,238 

2, +60 

:  +9.9 

179 

126 

-29.6 

-  657 

1,135 

+72.8 

7 

:  91 

:  36 

118 

.  +227.8 

372 

:  +02 

+8.1 

:  2,007 

1,338 

-33.3 

39,902 

32,2^7 

:  -19.2 

:  189,7+8 

.161,618 

:  -1+.8 

Declared  value 

(million  dollars)...: 

28.7 

:  23.2 

:  -19.2 

:  130.7 

:    Ilk. 6 

-12.3 

1/  Includes  sun-cured. 


Compiled  in  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  from  records  of  the  Bureau  of 
the  Census. 
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June  1958  exports  of  U.  S.  tobacco  products  were  valued  at  $7*7  mil- 
lion- -up  10  percent  from  June  1957 •  Cigarette  exports  totaled  1,577  mil- 
lion pieces,  compared  with  1,1+82  a  year  earlier. 

For  the  6-month  period,  January-June,  exports  of  cigarettes  were  8.5 
percent  larger  than  in  the  same  1957  period.    The  only  drop  occurred  in 
exports  of  chewing  tobacco  and  snuff,  which  were  down  15-9  percent  from 
January- June  1957 •    Exports  of  smoking  tobacco  in  bulk  continued  to  run 
much  larger  than  a  year  ago—rising  from  2.5  million  pounds  to  1+.5  million. 

The  value  of  all  tobacco  products  shipped  abroad  in  January-June  1958 
was        . 0  million,  compared  with  $3^«3  million  for  the  same  period  a  year 
ago. 

TOBACCO  PRODUCTS:    U.S.  exports,  January-June  1957 
and  1958 ,  with  percent  change 


Products 


\  June 

"Percent 
change 

',    January- June 

:Percen- 
'change 

i  1957 

i    1958  ' 

;  1957 

:  1958 

580 

:      693  : 

•  +19.5 

:  3,510 

:  ^,727 

•  +3^-7 

!  1,1+82 

-  1,577  : 

•  +  6.1+ 

-  8,020 

:  8,70U  < 

•  +  8.5 

•  82 

:  103 

+25.6 

:  725 

:  610 

-15.9 

•  m 

:  73 

-13.1  ' 

:  329 

:     3^7  • 

+  5-5 

•  1,216 

:     870  : 

-28.5 

:  2,530 

!  ^.,513 

+78.1+ 

:  7-0 

:     7.7  : 

+  10.0 

3^.3 

:  1+2.0 

+  22.1+ 

Cigars  and  cheroots 
(1,000  pieces) . . 

Cigarettes 

(million  pieces) 

Chewing  and  snuff 
(1,000  pounds) . . 

Smoking  tobacco  in 


(1,000  pounds) . . 
Smoking  tobacco  in 

(1,000  pounds) . . 
Declared  value 

(million  dollars) 


pkgs . 
bulk 


Compiled  in  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  from  records  of  the  Bureau  of 
the  Census. 


THAI  TOBACCO  MONOPOLY  RAISES 
PRICES  OF  TOBACCO  PRODUCTS 


The  Thai  Tobacco  Monopoly  recently  raised  the  wholesale  and  subwhole- 
sale  prices  on  all  domestically-manufactured  tobacco  products  and  on  most 
brands  of  imported  cigarettes  and  tobaccos.    Retail  prices  were  not 
changed. 

Prices  were  increased  to  counterbalance  the  discontinuance  of  a  turn- 
over tax  and  some  municipal  taxes. 
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JAPANESE  CIGARETTE  CONSUMPTION 
UP  IN  1958 

Japanese  consumption  of  cigarettes  (as  indicated  "by  monopoly  sales)  was 
22.2  billion  pieces  in  the  first  quarter  of  1958,  an  increase  of  .7  billion 
over  the  first  quarter  of  1957 • 

Two  brands  showed  definite  gains  in  this  period.    Sales  of  "Peace" ,  a  high- 
quality  cigarette  with  a  significant  percentage  of  U.  S.  leaf,  rose  from  2.0 
billion  pieces  in  January-March  1957  to  2.K  billion  in  January-March  1958. 
This  brand  seems  likely  to  further  increase  its  gains  of  recent  years. 

Sales  of  "Shinsei" ,  a  blend  of  100-percent  Japanese  tobacco,  also  gained 
in  this  period.    Much  of  the  rise  in  consumption  for  the  first  quarter  of  1958 
was  recorded  by  2  new  brands--"Hope"  and  "Midori" --not  on  sale  during  the  first 
quarter  of  1957*     Other  brands  either  declined  or  were  about  the  same  as  last 
year. 

MUCH  OF  GREECE'S  1957  TOBACCO 
CROP  YET  TO  BE  SOLD 

Greek  farmers  had  sold  158.7  million  pounds  of  their  1957  tobacco  crop  by 
June  30  this  year.    About  83.8  million  pounds  of  the  large  1957  crop  is  yet 
unsold.    This  quantity  is  expected  to  provide  39*7  million  pounds  of  leaf  for 
export—about  28.7  million  pounds  of  domestic  grades  and  about  15.^-  million 
pounds  of  damaged  or  otherwise  unmarketable  leaf. 

On  July  1,  1958,  the  government  began  inspecting  and  grading  tobacco 
stocks  under  its  tobacco-purchasing  program.    The  government  is  expected  to  buy 
30  to  37  million  pounds  of  leaf,  which  will  probably  include  some  unmarketable 
tobaccos  in  order  to  aid  small  producers  and  keep  these  grades  from  slipping 
into  the  market. 

DECLINE  IN  1958-59  PHILIPPINE 
SUGAR  OUTPUT  FORECAST 

Philippine  centrifugal  sugar  production  in  1958-59  will  be  about  5  percent 
below  the  previous  year,  according  to  the  early  forecast  of  the  Philippine 
Sugar  Association. 

The  preliminary  forecast  places  1958-59  output  at  1,289,020  short  tons,  com- 
pared with  1,352,230  short  tons  in  1957-58.    Effects  of  drought  at  planting  time 
are  expected  to  more  than  offset  a  5-percent  acreage  increase. 

COMMUNIST  CHINA  EXPORTS 
BANANAS  TO  CANADA 

After  3  small  experimental  shipments,  Communist  China  has  exported  about 
675  stems  of  bananas  to  Canada.    They  arrived  in  early  August,  but  as  yet  there 
is  no  report  on  quality  and  condition. 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  ORANGES  IN  CANADA 

The  first  large  shipment  of  South  African  Valencia  oranges  to  Canada  was 
unloaded  in  Montreal  August  18.    Additional,  larger  imports  are  scheduled 
before  November. 

BELOW -AVERAGE  FRENCH 
WALNUT  CROP  FORECAST 

The  1958  commercial  walnut  crop  in  France  is  now  unofficially  forecast 
at  23,500  short  tons,  unshelled.    Total  production  is  estimated  at  29,000 
tons.    Rain  and  hail  in  June  and  July  caused  considerable  damage,  so  that  the 
crop  may  be  below-average  for  the  3rd  consecutive  year.    Average  commercial 
production  (1951-55)  is  28,500  tons. 

As  a  result  of  the  very  short  1957  crop  (11,800  tons),  French  exports 
in  1957-58  were  exceptionally  low—unofficially  recorded  at  ^,500 -short  tons, 
unshelled.    France  even  imported  walnuts  in  1957-58.    Roundly  700  tons, 
unshelled  basis,  were  imported  from  India,  Iraq,  and  Morocco.    According  to 
trade  sources,  French  purchases  were  actually  much  larger,  as  purchases  for 
direct  shipment  to  traditional  French  markets  do  not  appear  as  imports  or 
exports  in  French  trade  statistics. 

France  may  export  about  12,500  tons  (unshelled  basis)  in  1958-59,  accord- 
ing to  preliminary  forecasts.    Exports  in  previous  seasons  were:    2^,100  tons 
in  1955-56,  8,000  tons  in  1956-57,  and  ^,500  tons  in  1957-58. 

DANISH  HOG  NUMBERS  DROP 

Danish  hog  numbers  in  mid-July,  at  about  5,316,000  head,  were  down  2 
percent  from  the  same  time  last  year.    This  was  the  first  drop  in  July  hog 
numbers  since  1951 • 

Declines  of  k  percent  in  total  sow  numbers  and  of  12  percent  in  bred 
gilt  numbers  indicate  that  hog  numbers  will  continue  to  decline  through  1958. 
The  downtrend  in  hog  numbers  is  the  result  of  weak  and  fluctuating  prices  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  Denmark's  main  export  market,  and  general  overproduction 
of  hogs  throughout  northwestern  Europe  last  year. 

U.  S.  EXPORTS  OF  INEDIBLE  TALLOW  DOWN 
23  PERCENT  IN  FIRST  6  MONTHS 

The  United  States  exported  557  million  pounds  of  inedible  tallow  during 
the  first  6  months  of  I958.    This  was  a  28  percent  decrease  from  776-million- 
pound  exports  during  the  comparable  period  of  1957. 

Exports  to  Europe --the  major  U.  S.  tallow  market --continued  to  decline, 
while  there  was  a  slight  increase  in  exports  to  South  America.  Slightly 
higher  U.  S.  prices  and  increased  competition  from  Argentina,  Australia, 
and  Canada  were  the  main  reasons  for  the  overall  decline. 
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INEDIBLE  TALLOW  AND  GREASES  l/:    U.  S.  exports,  by  country  of  destination, 
average  1951-55,  annual  1956-57,  and  January-June  1957-58 


Continent  and  country 


j  : 

Average  :     1956     :    1957  2/  j 
1951-55  :                :  i 

January-June 

Increase  or 
•decrease (-) 
•  1958 

1957    j     1958  ! 

1,000    :     1,000  s 
pounds    :    pounds  : 

23,782  :     26,601*  i 
1*3,659  :     58,906  : 
3,81*2  :      3,91*7  i 
3,693  :  5,075 
30,356  :     39,176  : 
3,709  :  3,81*3 
6,623  :      6fltl8  i 

t      1,000  j 
i    pounds  j 
t  J 
I      20, UOO  j 

!      1*0,U*7  i 
I       2,103  i 
t      5,856  s 
i      27,621*  : 
i       3,928  ! 
i      7,516  i 

1,000  . 
pounds 

i 

'  8,058 
-  18,302 
i  87U 
i     2,21*6  s 
13,632  ! 
1,576 
3,705 

!       1,000  ! 

:    pounds  i 

t  9 

t     8,161*  ! 
i    31,611  j 
t        331  i 
s     5,011*  : 
:    16,370  i 
s     1,663  i 
!     3,91*1*  ! 

1,000 
pounds 

'  -LUt> 

i  13,309 
i  -5U3 
i  2,768 

i  2,738 
i  87 
239 

115,661*  :   113,969  »    107.571*  j 

l*o,393 

\   67,097  i 

18,701* 

6,097  i 
15,11*0 
6,121* 
9,769 
k,S7h 

!      U,931  ! 
t  12,271* 

9,9l*0 
!     10,907  ! 

8.35U  i 

i        157  i 
i     18,069  s 
i     10,332  i 
s      8,876  j 
i      7,527  s 

157 
i  1*,599 

1*,033 
i  1*,835 

3,693 

!             10  ! 

i     9,257  i 
i     3,91*5  ' 
i     3,087  i 
i     2,893  i 

-11*7 
i  1*,658 
t  -88 
i  -1,71*8 

-800 

lil,70lt  :     1*6,1*06  :     1*1*, 961  j 

!    17,317  :    19,192  j 

1,875 

North  America: 

Canada  

Mexico  •  

El  Salvador  

Guatemala  «... 

Cuba  

Dominican  Republic... 

Other  

Total  

South  America: 

Chile  

Colombia  

Ecuador  • 

Peru  

Other  

Total  

Europe: 

Austria  

Belgium-Luxembourg. . . . 

France  

Gezmany,  West  

Ireland.  

Italy  

Netherlands  

Norway  

Spain  \  

Switzerland  

United  Kingdom.  

Poland  

Yugoslavia  

Other  

Total  

Africa: 

Egypt.  •  

Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland 

Union  of  South  Africa. 

Other  

Total  

Asia: 

China,  Taiwan  

Japan  

Korea  

Philippines  

Other  

Total  

Other  

Total  World 


6,897 
61,071 
10,913 
87,515 
6,126 
137,080 
139,531* 
3,31*6 
3/  1,71*1 
33,1*85 
10,973 
h/  5,691* 

19,053 
8,838 
532  266 


7,670 
71,656 
1*,533 
HA,  393 
5,925 
271,919 
238,625 
3,779 
31,553 
28,900 
17,921* 
16,017 
2l*,117 
23,185 
887,196 


1*,1*27 
31,977 
9,021* 
71,572 
865 
239,600 
232,856 
1,176 
35,1*23 
15,863 
7,099 
68,013 
26,732 
5/  60,255 
801*,  88 2 


2,971* 
22,531* 
8,805 
l*9,l£7 
167 
12l*,663 
138,192 
507 
31,785 
9,256 
1,571* 
23,015 
21,835 
15.1*63 


1*50,177 


3U,1*08 
1*,71*0 

52,211 
U.593 

95,952 


:  h9fh99 
t  8,211 


s 


67,155 
7,726 
132,591 


:  66,977 
:  2,218 
1*0,607 
5,198 
115,000 


:  15,1*31* 
:  161,025 
:  9,283 
t  11,101* 
12,91*2 
209,789 


36,293 
2,095 
23,820 

1,073 
63,281 


27,297 
211,152 
18,007 
13,906 
:  21,151 
:    291,513  : 


22,239 
223,132 
15,01*6 
H*,127 
:£/  1*3,866 
318,1*10 


10,032 
132,601* 
8,997 
5,793 

38,1*96 


1,097 
9,930 
11*2 
13,131 
79 

109,61*5 
89,690 
761* 
728 
3,767 
1,995 
26,731 
10,^07 
.1*658 


272,161* 


30,635 
1*2 

15,331* 
6,132 
52,11*3 


195,922 


157T 
,767 


10,591 
111,263 
:  1*,851* 
:  5,202 
:  13,606 
:  11*5,516 
WE 
6^610 


-1,877 
-12,601* 
-8,663 
-36,276 
-88 
-15,018 
-1*8,502 
257 
-31,057 
-5,1*89 
1*21 
3,716 
-11,028 
-11,605 


-5,658 

-2,053 
-8,1*86 

5,059 


-11,138 


559 
-21,31*1 
-l*,li*3 
-591 
-2l*,890 
-50, 1406 


^179 
•219,157 


7/995,376  :1,501,675  :1,390,827  - 
1/  Includes:  Inedible  tallow,  inedible  animal  greases  and  fats,  inedible  animal  oils,  near, 
neatsfoot  oil  and  stocks,  oleic  acid  or  red  oil,  and  stearic  acid.    2/  Preliminary. 
3/  1955  only.    hJ  Less  than  a  5-year  average.    5/  Includes  25»1  million  pounds  to  U.S.S.R. 
0/  Includes  3i*.9  million  pounds  to  Turkey.    7/  Includes  2,000  pounds  to  Australia. 
2/  Includes  a  small  quantity  final  destination  not  specified. 
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NEW  ZEALAND  WOOL  EXPORTS 
LOWER  IN  1957-58 

Shipments  of  raw  wool  from  New  Zealand  during  the  1957-58  season  were 
432  million  pounds,  actual  weight.    This  was  9  million  pounds  less  than  exports 
in  the  previous  season  despite  a  production  increase. 

The  decline  probably  reflects  larger  carryover  stocks,  as  the  New  Zealand 
Wool  Commission  bought  about  15  million  pounds  during  the  season.    The  Wool 
Commission  did  not  buy  any  wool  during  the  2  previous  seasons,  as  prices  were 
above  the  floor  support  levels. 

Shipments  during  1957-58  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  France  were  down 
sharply  as  a  result  of  economic  difficulties  in  those  countries.  Exports  to  the  I 
United  States,  however,  were  up  significantly  despite  the  recession.    They  were 
possibly  aided  by  the  paralysis  in  Argentine  and  Uruguayan  wool  shipments  dur- 
ing this  period. 


WOOL,  RAW:    New  Zealand  exports,  actual  weight,  July- June 
1955-56,  1956-57,  and  1957-58 


Country  of  destination 

July-June 

:  1957-58  1/ 

:  1955-56 

:  1956-57 

Million 

:  Million 

:  Million 

pounds 

pounds 

;  pounds 

United  Kingdom  : 

172.9  • 

:       198.7  : 

:  171.9 

FjfStnCG 

66.6 

:  81.7 

:  7^.0 

United  States  : 

^7.1  : 

:        32.9  • 

51.3 

Germany,  West  : 

28.3  • 

32.6 

32.5 

Italy  i 

15.6  ; 

17.9  • 

19.8 

Belgium  : 

19.5  ! 

:        16.9  : 

:  19.0 

Japan  • 

:          5.2  ; 

:          9.h  : 

13.8 

Poland  : 

9-0  : 

Ih.k  : 

12.  4 

Others  : 

42.2  - 

36.8 

37.2 

Total  : 

406.  4 

441.3  : 

431.9 

1/  Converted  at  an  estimated  average  bale  weight  of  326  pounds. 


U.  S.  LARD  EXPORTS  DECLINE 

U.S.  exports  of  lard  during  the  first  6  months  of  1953  totaled  194  million 
pounds.    This  was  a  35  percent  decline  from  exports  of  248  million  pounds  in 
the  same  period  of  1957. 

The  principal  reasons  for  the  decline  were  the  high  prices  of  U.S.  lard 
delivered  to  the  United  Kingdom,  termination  of  sales  under  Title  I  of  Public 
Law  480,  and  increased  competition  in  foreign  markets  from  competitive  fats 
and  oils . 
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LARD,  INCLUDING  RENDERED  PORK  FAT:    U.  S.  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
average  1551-55,  annual  1956  and  1957,  and  January- June  1957  and  1958 


Continent  and  country 


torth  America: 

Canada. •  

Mexico  

Panama  Canal  Zone  

Costa  Rica  

El  Salvador  • 

Guatemala  

Panama. •••••••  

Cuba  

Dominican  Republic.....* 

Haiti  

Netherlands  Antilles...* 

Other  

Total  

South  America: 

Bolivia  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Ecuador  

Peru  

Venezuela  

Other  

Total  


Surope : 

Austria  

Belgium-Luxembourg « 

France. ••  

Germany,  West  


Greece . 


Italy  

Netherlands • • • . 
Switzerland.,.. 

United  Kingdom. 

Yugoslavia  

Other  

Total  


Average 
1951-55 


1956 


January-June 
1957  1/i    1957  1/  :  1958  1/ 


: Increase  or 
/decrease(-) 
1958 


tfrica... 

bia  

)ceania.< 
)ther  3/. 


1,000  ! 
pounds 

1,000 
:  pounds 

!   1,000"  ! 

:  pounds  s 

:  1,000 
pounds 

5  1,000  : 
:  pounds  : 

•  1,000 
:  pounds 

6,1+97  i 
31,823  : 

7,363  ! 

U>299  i 
8,668  ! 
6,560  ! 
157,1+27  ! 
2/  352  : 
6,725  1 
1,066  s 
1,518  i 

17,726  ! 
li+,786 

71+x  . 

5,693  i 
.  3,613  . 
:      7,932  : 

l+,l+2i+  ! 
163,078  : 
i         19  : 

6,322  ! 

2,210  ! 

:  1 
:    26,<?11  : 
:    11,782  s 

>          j  I J  < 
,  2,022 
:     3,082  : 
:     l+,853  1 
:     l+,893  J 
:  178,791  : 
:          22  : 
:     6,982  : 
:         220  ! 
2,360  ! 

i     11,753  1 
i       6,201+  • 

!  i,m8 

1,861  ! 
1,838  i 

!         2,51+9  ! 

.      90,862  : 

7  ! 

i      3,599  i 

!                50  ! 
1,1+21  ! 

:     3,116  i 
i     6,122  : 

>              J.UU  ■ 

:     1,173  i 

1,1+61+  ! 

1,998  : 
i     3,1+31  : 
89,189  : 
t          10  : 
i     3,901  : 
115  i 
6,11+3  : 

-8,637 
-82 

25 
-397 
:  160 
:  882 
-1,673 
:  3 
302 

:  65 
-808 

233,265  : 

227,185  i 

21+1,991  : 

121,1+1+8  ! 

111,238  ! 

-10,210 

3,755  i 
2,088  : 

3,359  : 
5,1+91+  1 
12,521  : 
3,61+0  ! 
13U  i 

7,159  : 
:    10,1+17  . 
;      1,007  i 

1+  ! 

6,673  : 
60U  : 
1,763 

1+,681  i 

!       6,000  ! 

936  : 
1+  : 

:      2,770  : 
:        991  : 
:          38  . 

I  2,929 
t       1,891+  • 

!              925  ! 

1      1,975  i 
1+51+  1 

:  8 

I        1+75  i 

:        321  ! 
:        210  ■ 
:           U  1 

:  -2,1+51+ 
-l+,89l+ 
-925 

-1,65U 
-21+1+ 
4+ 

30,991  1 

!  27,627 

:    15,1+20  : 

:      11,185  ! 

:      1,010  : 

•  -10,175 

23,579  i 

1,10b  1 
55,978 

2/ Hi 

593  : 

33,111+  ! 

1,725  : 

12U,685 

38,1+31 

U,825 

i  26,807 

(11 

!  7,511* 

1  1+,318 

>  11 

s  .1,100 

:  dd 

:  -3,218 

H 

:  70,210 
21+ 

:.  162 
.  l+,303 
:  386 

:  161,591 
s  88,1*96 
1+78 

i  17,779 
:  10 
:  2 
:  9 
1  73 
:  1U9,529 
:  62,392 
318 

!  10,097 

5 

:  2 
73 

:  89,901 
:  59,197 
318 

\  1,396 

:           2  : 
:  3 

!  —  

:  70,077 
i  8,863 
i  12 

\  -8,701 

:  -3 
:  1 

:  -73 
:  -19,821+ 
:  -50,331+ 
-306 

285,053 

:  353,168 

:  237,971+ 

:  163,922 

:    81,1+75  • 

.  -82,1+1+7 

100 
5,197  - 
30 

1+3 

:  3,371 

:  110 
:  5,767 

:  no 

:  1,367 
:            U  1 
136 

I        91+3  ' 
:  271 

:  -110 
t  -1+21+ 
«  -1+ 

:  135 

551+,636 

:  611,391+ 

:  $01,262 

:  298,172 

:  19U,937  i 

-103,235 

specified  countries. 
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ARGENTINA  REVISES  BEEF 
EXPORT  PROCEDURE 

Argentina  has  revised  its  meat  export  procedures  to  meet  objections 
raised  by  producers,  packers,  exporters,  and  other  members  of  the  meat 
trade . 

The  Argentine  National  Meat  Board  has  set  minimum  export  prices 
for  meat  and  variety  meats.    Export  permits  will  not  be  issued  at 
prices  below  these  minimum  rates. 

The  new  minimum  export  price  for  lightly  salted  manufacturing  beef 
is  $500  per  ton,  or  $22.68  per  100  pounds.  The  minimum  price  for  first 
class  canned  corned  beef  is  set  at  $11.50  per  box  (M3/12),  canned  roast 
beef  at  $11.50,  and  canned  brisket  beef  at  $16.50  per  box  (^/l2).  (For 
information  on  Argentine  export  exchange  rates  see  Foreign  Crops  and 
Markets,  August  18,  1953) . 

The  National  Meat  Board  has  also  set  a  "pilot"  or  "axis"  price  of 
$385  per  ton  ($17. ^6  per  100  lbs.)  f.o.b.  Buenos  Aires  on  chilled 
carcass  beef  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

Under  the  new  system,  which  replaces  the  old  consignment  sales,  up 
to  5  percent  of  exporters*  margins  above  the  pilot  price  will  go  into  a 
buffer  fund.    Losses  up  to  5  percent  of  the  pilot  price  will  be  made  up 
by  payments  from  this  fund.    Any  margins  or  losses  more  than  5  percent 
will  be  carried  by  the  exporters. 

The  Argentine  press  states  that  retail  meat  prices  rose  sharply 
after  new  minimum  wholesale  prices  went  into  effect  ( see  Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets,  July  28,  1958) •    Retail  prices  have  remained  high  despite 
a  recent  government  decree  limiting  distributors'  and  butchers'  profits 
to  30  percent  of  the  price  paid  to  packers.    Domestic  meat  consumption 
is  reported  to  have  declined  sharply. 


U.  S.  EXPORTS  OF  CATTLE  HIDES 
DOWN  10  PERCENT  IN  JANUARY -JUNE 

U.  S.  exports  of  cattle  hides  during  January-June  1958  were  down 
10  percent  from  a  year  earlier,  but  shipments  of  sheep  and  lamb  skins 
were  more  than  double  a  year  earlier.    Exports  of  calf  skins  jumped 
J+9  percent  to  offset  a  35~percent  decline  in  shipments  of  kipskins. 

Among  the  major  markets,  shipments  of  cattle  hides  held  up  well 
to  Japan  and  West  Germany  but  declined  sharply  to  Mexico,  the  Nether- 
lands, and  Yugoslavia.    Countries  contributing  to  the  sharp  gain  in 
calf  skin  exports  were  France,  Italy,  and  the  Netherlands.    Exports  of 
kipskins  to  Japan  and  the  Netherlands  declined  significantly. 
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HIDES  AND  SKINS:    U.  S.  exports,  average  1935-39,  annual  1956  and  1957, 

January- June  19 57  and  1958 


Country  of 
destination 


Average 
1935-39 


Annual 


1956 


Cattle  hides: 
Canada  .  •  • 
Mexico  ... 
Germany,  West 
Netherlands  . 
Poland  .  .  . 
United  Kingdom 
Yugoslavia  . 
Japan  •  •  •  • 
Others  ... 
Total  .  .  . 

Calf  skins: 
Canada  •  •  • 
France  ... 
Germany,  West 
Italy  .... 
Netherlands  • 
Switzerland  . 
United  Kingdom 
Japan  •  .  .  . 
Others  .  .  . 
Total  .  .  . 

Kipskins : 

Canada  .  .  . 
Belgium  .  .  . 
Germany,  West 
Netherlands  .  : 
United  Kingdom 
Japan  .... 
Turkey  .  .  . 
Others  .  .  . 
Total  .  .  . 

Sheep  and  lamb:_y: 
Canada  .  .  . 
Mexico  •  •  • 
Belgium  .  .  . 
France  .  .  • 
Poland  .  .  • 
United  Kingdom 
Others  .  .  • 
Total  .  .  . 


1,000  : 
pieces 

127 
I* 
3 
21* 
6 

11 

260 
72 


T33 


170 
10 

13 
6 

0 

12 
21*7 
72 


1,000 
pieces 

771* 
702 
1*36 
285 
0 

21*3 
21*6 

1,329 
925 


1957 


k/  1,009 
1*/  11 


11 

38 
0 
80 
81 


1,230 


U,9i*0 


1,000 
pieces 

818 
1*21* 
812 
1,369 

390 
203 
1,397 
1^099. 


563 
1*9 
1*31 
101* 

105 
1 

66 
1*55 

71* 


70k 
36 
300 

19l* 
196 

50 
110 
1*12 

68 


January- June 


1957 


1,000 
pieces 

IH6 
353 
331 
632 
0 
198 

131 
712 

k99 


3,272 


1,81*8  :  2l070" 


7 
20 
351 

10k 

32 

578 
1 
166 


337 
81* 
1*3 
88 
0 

258 
21 


8 

22 

k!7 
181 
98 
U05 

1/ 

95 


351 
2 

181 
7k 

59 
1 
20 
2kl 

ko 


1958 


1,000 
pieces 

3U0 
131; 
3l*5 
522 

285 
litO 
21 
697 
1*52 


"2T935" 


972  » 


333 
125 
210 
182 
178 

93 
28 
21*0 
 57 


Increase  or 
decrease  (-) 
1958 


1,000 
pieces 

-76 
-219 
11* 
-110 

285 
58 
-110 
-15 
-U7 


T£2T 


609 
62 
10 

107 
0 

382 

181* 

HE 


k 

5 

130 
101 

52 
251 
10 

k2 


T9T 


229 

1*9 
6 

86 
0 

261 
112 


6 
21 
119 
1*9 

7 

127 
17 
U* 


390 


606 
12 
6 

iii 
92 
597 

167 
1,1*91* 


-21 

123 
29 
108 
119 
92 
8 

-1 

17 


2 

16 
-11 

-52 
-1*5 

-121* 

7 

2 

l20T 


377 
-37 
0 
-72 

92 
336 
55 

nr 


1/  Less  than  500.  2/  Included  with  calf  skins.  3/  Includes  goat  and  kid. 
%/  For  1939. 


Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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U.  S.  MOHAIR  EXPORTS 
DOWN  2k  PERCENT 

U.  S.  shipments  of  mohair  during  the  first  6  months  of  1958  were  2k 
percent  "below  a  year  ago.    However,  exports  in  the  second  quarter  were 
higher  than  in  1957* 

Smaller  shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom,  Belgium,  and  Japan  accounted 
for  most  of  the  decline.    U.  K.  imports  of  mohair  during  the  first  6  months 
of  1958  were  less  than  half  those  of  a  year  ago. 


MOHAIR:     U.  S.  exports  "by  country  of  destination,  annual  1955-57, 

and  January-June  1957  an(l  1958 


Country  of 
destination 

• 

Annual 

January -June 

\  1955  : 

1956 

1957  • 

1957 

1958 

Increase  or 
decrease  ( - 
1958 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

107 
227 

20 

1,765 

8 

•  3,866 
.  .  .  •  0 
. . . :  60 

97 
9*4-6 

107 
2,  kQ2 
10k 

7,789 
217 

:  93 

57 
1,^32 
:  9k 
l,Qok 

•  7>* 
'  6,017 
k02 
:  112 

1*3 
1,119 
k 

1,037 

0 

M70 
:  329 
81 

lk2 

366 
178 

1,1*79 

Ory 

2,328 

167 

kk 

99 

:  -753 
17** 

:  kk2 
87 

:  -1,51*2 
-162 

-37 

6,053 

11,835 

9,992 

6,983 

5,291 

1,692 

Source:     Bureau  of  the  Census. 


U.  S.  BUYS  CRUTCHINGS 
FROM  NEW  ZEALAND 

A  total  of  5 1*, 81*1*  bales  of  New  Zealand  wool  were  offered  at  the  North 
Island  winter  sales  during  the  first  week  of  August. 

The  offering  included  some  "carried  over"  fleece  and  lamb's  wool  as 
well  as  the  oddments  and  crutchings  (britch  and  udder  locks)  usually  offered 
at  this  time.     Included  were  2,673  hales  bought  by  the  New  Zealand  Wool 
Commission  during  the  1957-53  season,  of  which  1,61*1*  bales  were  sold.  New 
purchases  by  the  Wool  Commission  during  the  week  totaled  2l*6  bales. 
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The  market  for  most  types  opened  weaker  than  the  previous  auction  in  May 
and  eased  further  during  the  week.    The  United  States  was  the  principal  "buyer 
of  crutchings,  with  fair  support  from  Australian  and  local  carpet  mills. 
Following  is  a  comparison  of  auction  prices  (greasy  ex-store)  for  selected 
types: 


Description 

Type 

Wellington: Wellington*  Auckland 
May  28, '58: Aug.  i,»53:Aug.  8, '53 

Strong  X-bred  crutchings . . . 

llkB  ^6/50' s 
695E  Av.  ^6/50»s 
699  Av.  kk/kdts 

U.  S 

kG 

:  k2 
•  3^ 

,  cents  per 

:  HI 
:  kl 
3h 

pound 

m 

•  39 
33 

Source:    New  Zealand  Wool  Commission. 


AUSTRALIAN  CATTLE  EXPORTS  RISE 

Australia  exported  23,933  head  of  cattle  between  July  1957  and  June  1958-- 
an  increase  of  30  percent  from  the  same  period  a  year  earlier.    The  Philippines 
continued  to  he  the  major  market,  taking  80  percent  of  total  cattle  exports 
(see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  September  2,  1957) • 

Sheep  and  lamb  exports  dropped  slightly,  with  Singapore  accounting  for 
88  percent.    Hog  exports  rose  slightly. 

LIVESTOCK:    Australian  exports,  July-June  195^-55  through  1957-58 


class                  ;  195^-55  ;  1955-56  ;  1956-57  ;  1957-53 

:      Head  :      Head  :  Head  :  Head 

Cattle  and  calves  :      6,396  :      8,025  :  18,360  :  23,933 

Sheep  and  lambs  :    98,936  :  101,837  :  129,8^0  :  123,50lj- 

Hogs  :         910  :      1,066  :  918  :  1,030 


SWISS  REDUCE  PRICE  OF  CHEESE 
EXPORTED  TO  U.  S. 

On  August  1,  1958,  Swiss  prices  on  Emmental  and  Gruyere  cheeses  for  export 
to  the  United  States  were  reduced  5*3  cents  per  pound.    The  new  price  range 
will  be  from  57  "to  63  cents  per  pound,  delivered  to  Swiss  frontier  station. 

U.  S.  imports  of  cheese  from  Switzerland  during  January -May  1958  were 
^.3  million  pounds,  compared  with  about  5.3  in  the  same  period  of  1957. 
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DANISH  BUTTER  PRICE  RISES 
ON  LONDON  MARKET 

Since  mid-July,  the  price  of  Danish  "butter  on  the  London  market  has 
increased  from  26  cents  to  29^  cents  per  pound.    The  price  received  by 
Danish  dairies  has  jumped  from  23  cents  per  pound  to  about  28  cents. 

Butter  producers  claim  that  a  market  price  of  39!"  cents  to  k6  cents 
per  pound  is  necessary  to  cover  production  costs  and  provide  a  reasonable 
return . 

Smaller  domestic  production  and  a  reduction  of  cold  storage  stocks  in 
Denmark  have  improved  the  market  situation.    Holdings  of  cold  storage  butter  i 
are  now  down  to  about  5  million  pounds,  compared  with  a  peak  of  37|"  million 
early  in  the  year.    Butter  output  is  now  running  about  one -fifth  lower  than  i 
in  comparable  1957* 

CUBA»S  BROILER  PRODUCTION  UP  25 
PERCENT  IN  FIRST  HALF  OF  19 58 

Broiler  production  in  Cuba  during  the  first  6  months  of  1958  averaged 
1.25  million  birds  per  month,  an  increase  of  25  percent  over  the  first  half 
of  1957-    The  increase  reflects  the  growing  demand  for  quality  poultry 
meat. 

Hatchery  output  in  the  first  half  of  1958  totaled  about  8  million 
chicks,  requiring  egg  settings  of  a  little  over  11  million  eggs.  An 
estimated  60  percent  of  these  hatching  eggs  were  produced  by  local 
breeders  and  the  remainder  imported  from  the  United  States. 

Total  egg  imports  amounted  to  about  600,000  dozen  in  the  first  half  of 
1958,  compared  with  an  estimated  ^50,000  dozen  in  the  same  period  of  1957 • 
A  ban  on  imports  of  broiler  chicks  necessitated  larger  imports  of  hatching 
eggs  to  provide  chicks  for  the  growing  broiler  industry. 

Cuba's  imports  of  eggs  and  poultry  (all  from  the  United  States)  in  the 
first  half  of  1958  and  in  all  of  1957  were  as  follows: 


Commodity 

;         Unit  ; 

1957 

Jan. -June  1953 

1,000  doz. 

*  * 

:       1,781  : 

200 

1,000  doz. 

5^0 

:  ^00 

• 
• 

1,903  : 

1,000 

 :  1,000  lb. 

635  ! 

302 
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WORLD  BUTTER  AND  CHEESE  PRICES:   Wholesale  prices  at  specified  markets, 

with  comparisons 
 (U.  S.  cents  per  pound) 


Country,  market,  and 
description 


Butter 


Cheese 


1958 


Quotations 


Cur- 

rent 


Month"" 
earlier 


earlier 


Quotations 


:  Cur- j 
:           :  rent: 

Month  ! 
earlier 

Tear 
ear  Id  er 

|july  3l|23.2  \ 

!  2i.u  ! 

!  23.9 

ljuly  31 122.6  | 

I  20.8  | 

:  21.2 

ijuiy'Sii^rr! 

'"2&rr~ 

!july"3lj307S"j 

|"3o:b""; 

|  jay  "ssjirar: 

;-ir.r- 

;  juiy  2"<iTr.T: 

;  July  25  16.9  ; 

;-tf.t"; 

16.9  ! 

;-27f.T- 

:  22.U 

Jnited  Kingdom  (London) 
New  Zealand,  finest— 

Australian  choicest  

New  Zealand,  finest 

white-  

Australian  choicest 

white——  — 


July  31 
July  31 


29.U 
29,2 


26.9 
26.7 


Australia  (Sydney) 
Choicest  butter — 
Choicest  cheddar— 


July  31 


U8.5 


U8.5 


Irish  Republic  (Dublin) 

Creamery  butter  

Cheese —  < 


Denmark  (Copenhagen)' 


France  (Paris) 
Chare rrtes  creamery- 


Germany  (Kempt en) 
Markenbutter — — 


United  States 
92-score  creamery  (N.Y. ) 
Cheddar  (Wisconsin )— -- 


July  31 
July  2h 
Aug  h 
July  30j 
July  2^ 


5U.8 

23.1 
71.5 
6U.0 
58.6 


Netherlands  (Leeuwarden) 

Creamery  butter  

Full  cream  Gouda  

Edam,  UO  percent — - — — 


July  31' 


Belgium  (Hasselt)- 


Canada  (Montreal) 
1st  grade  creamery- 
Ontario  white-  


July  3\  72.8 
July  24  66.0 


5a.8 

23.1 
67.2 

63.7 
58.6 


35.1 


72.5 


38.7 
33.6 


hh.7 


5U.8 
33.0 
72.7 
68.1 
60.2 


U9.5 


7U.8 


66.0  J  62.5 


"July  "25'  "SrjrjTJB""!  "l^.T 

•  •  • 


Source:  Intelligence  Bulletin,  the  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee j  and  the  Dairy 
Division,  Agricultural  Marketing  Service,  USDA. 
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MEXICO  TO  STEP  UP  PURCHASES  OF 
U.  S.  DAIRY  AND  BEEF  CATTLE 

Between  September  1  and  November  30,  Mexico  is  expected  to  buy  §>k 
million  worth  of  U.S.  dairy  and  beef  cattle  with  funds  supplied  by  an 
Export-Import  Bank  loan.    Many  Mexican  breeders  believe  that  such 
loans  have  done  much  to  stimulate  privately  financed  purchases  of  U.S. 
breeding  cattle. 

COLOMBIA  INTERESTED  IN  MORE 
"TOURISTS  FOR  COWS" 

A  recent  experimental  sale  of  U.  S.  breeding  Holsteins,  with  tour- 
ist trips  to  Colombia  as  the  exchange  medium,  proved  so  successful  that 
Colombia  is  now  reported  to  be  interested  in  buying  a  planeload  of 
Ayr shires  and  a  planeload  of  Guernseys  under  a  smilar  arrangement. 

Interested  U.  S.  breeders  should  send  pictures,  pedigrees,  and 
prices  of  their  cattle  to  the  Agricultural  Attache,  U.  S.  Embassy, 
Bogota,  Colombia,  as  soon  as  possible. 

Apart  from  the  "tourists  for  cows"  project,  the  Colombian  Minis- 
try of  Agriculture  is  said  to  be  in  the  market  for  a  minimum  of  2  U.S. 
herd  bulls,  2  to  3  years  old,  for  its  artificial  insemination  center. 
The  bulls  must  classify  "very  good"  or  better,  and  be  out  of  dams 
with  records  of  over  25,000  pounds  of  milk  per  year  and  by  bulls  clas- 
sified "very  good"  or  better. 

ECUADOR  IN  MARKET  FOR 
DAIRY  AND  BEEF  CATTLE 

A  leading  Holstein  breeder  in  Ecuador  recently  bought  a  Canadian 
bull  for  $6,200.    Transportation  and  insurance  brought  the  delivered 
cost  to  $7; 500  by  the  time  the  bull  reached  the  farm. 

Another  prominent  Holstein  breeder,  who  is  visiting  the  United 
States  this  month,  is  in  the  market  for  50  head  of  2-year-old  heifers 
classifying  "very  good,"  according  to  the  Holstein-Friesian  Associa- 
tion of  America. 

Still  another  important  Ecuadoran  beef  breeder  wants  $250,000 
worth  of  cattle,  c.i.f.  Guayaquil.    He  is  said  to  be  willing  to  pay 
$125,000  cash  on  delivery  and  the  balance  in  3  years,  with  6  percent 
interest  on  the  unpaid  balance.    Transportation  and  insurance  should 
be  estimated  at  $250  to  $300  per  head.    This  breeder  is  not  interested 
in  "piecemeal"  purchases.    Any  interested  breeders,  or  group  of 
breeders,  may  obtain  further  information  from  the  American  Brahman 
Breeders  Association,  Houston,  Texas. 
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U.S.  COARSE  GRAIN  EXPORTS 
SET  RECORD  IN  1957-58 

U.S.  exports  of  coarse  grains  and  products  set  a  new  record  in  1957- 
58  with  a  total  of  9,038,000  short  tons.  This  is  29  percent  over  1956-57 
and  7  percent  over  the  previous  record  of  8,458,000  in  1955-56. 

Corn  exports  reached  5*205,000  tons  in  1957-58,  21  percent  higher 
than  the  1956-57  record  of  4,300,000  tons.    Corn  was  largely  responsible 
for  the  new  coarse-grain  record,  since  exports  of  other  coarse  grains, 
although  high,  did  not  equal  previous  records. 

Barley  exports  of  2,202,000  tons  were  up  49  percent  in  1957-58; 
grain  sorghums,  at  1,183,000  tons,  were  up  46  percent;  and  oats,  at 
448,000  tons,  were  up  2.5  percent. 

DROUGHT  STILL  CRITICAL  IN  PARTS 
OF  NORTHEASTERN  BRAZIL 

Drought  conditions  remain  critical  in  that  part  of  Brazil  known  as 
the  Sertao  (the. State  of  Ceara,  and  the  western  parts  of  Pernambuco, 
Paraiba,  and  Rio  Grande  do  Norte). 

Some  70  percent  of  the  population  in  the  interior  still  requires 
both  public  and  private  assistance.    About  450,000  breadwinners  have 
been  put  on  "make-work"  projects  under  public  assistance  programs.  These 
programs,  which  appear  to  be  fairly  successful,  will  probably  have  to  be 
continued  through  early  December. 

In  the  coastal  and  intermediate  regions  of  the  northeast  (Mata  and 
Agreste),  rainfall  has  been  unexpectedly  heavy  in  the  last  2-§-  months  and 
was  expected  to  continue  through  August.    As  a  result,  cereals  that  were 
planted  in  May  after  earlier  failures  are  now  being  harvested  in  large 
quantities.    The  corn  crop  in  these  regions  may  reach  50,000  tons, 
according  to  some  sources.    Prices  for  beans  have  declined  37  percent 
since  early  June  because  of  plentiful  supplies,  and  comparable  declines 
for  corn  are  expected.    Prices  of  other  truck  vegetables  have  also 
declined,  some  as  much  as  50  percent.    Meat  prices  have  remained  steady. 

Cotton  has  been  seriously  affected  by  the  drought.    The  1958-59 
crop  may  be  only  62  percent  of  last  year's  crop.     Output  of  all  vege- 
table oils  is  expected  to  be  20  percent  below  last  year,  according  to 
one  leading  firm.    Castor  oil  output  is  expected  to  decline  about  10 
percent. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  textile  industry  is  holding  up  well;  and 
sisal  production  should  exceed  last  year's.    Although  business  in  general 
has  declined  somewhat  (partly  because  of  high  import  costs),  its  contrac- 
tion because  of  the  drought  has  probably  reached  its  lowest  point. 
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INDIA  SUSPENDS  MINIMUM  PRODUCER 
PRICES  FOR  GRAINS 

The  Indian  Government  is  not  fixing  any  minimum  producer  prices  on  grains 
.  for  the  marketing  year  beginning  July  1,  1958;  "but  it  has  assured  farmers 
that  if  food  grain  prices  should  decline  too  sharply  it  will  take  appropriate 
steps . 

For  more  than  2  years,  producers  have  been  selling  their  grain  on  the 
regular  market  at  prices  considerably  higher  than  those  fixed  by  the  govern- 
ment.    In  the  case  of  wheat,  the  support  price  was  10  rupees  per  maund 
($1.53  per  bushel) . 

The  farmers  could  sell  to  private  buyers,  but  the  government  stood  ready- 
to  pay  the  fixed  prices  for  all  grains  which  farmers  would  offer.  These 
prices,  therefore,  became  the  floor  prices  for  virtually  all  grains  sold  by 
farmers. 

The  government  inaugurated  a  support  program  for  certain  coarse  grains 
in  December  IS^h,  to  halt  a  downward  trend  in  producer  prices.    Early  in 
1955>  the  policy  was  extended  to  food  grains  (wheat,  rice,  grain  sorghums, 
corn  and  chickpeas).    By  mid-1955  the  downtrend  in  prices  was  stopped  ( see 
Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  June  9>  1958) • 

CANADA'S  1957-58  WHEAT  AND  FLOUR 
EXPORTS  LARGEST  IN  LAST  5  YEARS 

Canadian  exports  of  wheat  and  flour  during  1957-58  (July-June)  broke  a 
5 -year  record.    They  came  to  316  million  bushels --12  percent  above  shipments 
of  232  million  bushels  in  1956-57. 

Shipments  to  India,  Communist  China,  and  Australia  were  substantial,  in 
contrast  to  practically  none  the  previous  year;  and  shipments  to  the  Soviet 
Union,  the  United  Kingdom,  the  Netherlands,  Japan,  the  United  States,  and 
Pakistan  also  increased.    These  gains  more  than  offset  declines  elsewhere. 

Exports  during  1958-59  may  not  reach  the  level  of  1957-58,  but  are 
expected  to  be  well  above  the  last  10-year  average  of  285  million  bushels. 

On  the  basis  of  Canada's  1957-58  marketing  year  ( August- July)  exports 
during  the  first  11  months  amounted  to  287  million  bushels,  compared  with 
2kk  million  during  August-June  in  I956-57.    Exports  for  the  full  marketing 
year  are  estimated  at  about  312  million  bushels,  compared  with  273  million 
the  previous  year. 

The  Canadian  estimate  for  wheat  and  flour  exports  during  1958-59 
(August- July)  is  about  300  million  bushels.    Approximately  85  percent  of 
that  amount  is  expected  to  move  out  in  normal  commercial  channels.  The 
balance  may  have  to  be  exported  under  special  arrangements  in  order  to 
reach  the  goal. 
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WHEAT  AND  FLOUR:    Canadian  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
July-June  1956-57  and  July-June  1957-58 


• 
• 

July-June  1956-57 

July-June  1957 

-58 

Destination  : 

• 

Wheat 

t 

:    Flour  :  Total 

• 

!    Wheat  :    Flour  : 

•  ■ 

xoxax 

• 
• 

Thousand 

bushels . 

jrrain  equivalent  - 

.  _  _  _ 

Western  Hemisphere:  : 

■ 

13,665 

8,807 

:  1,658- 

:  10,465 

:  11,921 

!  1,744: 

124 

i  1,336- 

i  1,460- 

!  282 

i  1,585: 

1,867 

criXiisn  wesx  males..: 

20 

:  4,783' 

:  4,803- 

!  16 

t  4,869: 

4,005 

2- 

:  308- 

i  310 

i  1 

:  528: 

529 

65 

i  2,909 

i  2,974 

t  660- 

:  3,438: 

4,098 

534 

i  534 

:  577 

:  2: 

579 

3,198: 

:  24s 

!  3,222 

:  2,308 

s  33: 

2,3a 

10 

•  1,44* 

16  i 

:  1,722: 

1,906 

12,760- 

\.  12,456! 

s  25,216- 

:  15,949: 

•  l*,92i: 

29,870 

Europe:  : 

Norway  ; 

United  Kingdom  : 

Ireland  : 

Netherlands  : 

Belgium-Luxembourg  . . : 

France  : 

Germany,  West  : 

Austria  : 

Czechoslovakia  : 

Switzerland  : 

Poland  : 

U.S.S.R  : 

Malta  : 

Italy  : 

Others  : 

Total  :' 

Asia:  : 

Israel  : 

India  : 

Pakistan  : 

Ceylon  : 

Philippine  Republic: 

Hong  Kong'  : 

China  ( Communist)  . . . : 

Japan  : 

Others  : 

Total  :" 


4,467 
81,992 
3,382 
12,477 
15,766 
3,509 
39,491 
1,332 
4,371 
10,438 
9,569 
4,127 
2,297 
3,324 
440 


196,9824 


1,685 


1,008 


381 

32,153 
551 


35,778 


Africa  ... 
Australia 
Oceania  .. 


1,277 


World  total  :  246,797 


11, 514 


7 
553 


1/ 
1/ 


3 

226 


12,303 


2 
3 

440 
5,737 
578 

739 
1,336 


8,835 


1,741 
53 


35,388 


4,467 
93,506 
3,382 
12,484 
16,319 
3,509 
39,491 
1,332 
4,371 
10,438 
9,569 
4,127 
2,297 
3,327 
666 


209,285 


1,685 
2 

1,011 
440 

5,737 
959 

32,892 
1,887 


44,613 
3,018 

53 


282,185 


3,111 
88,891 

1,475 
20,027 
14,731 

1,418 
32,023 
990 

8,524 
3,979 
13,409 
1,100 
1,548 
175 


191,401 


356 
20,769 
3,526 


113 
2,587 
38,611 
610 


66,572 


764 
1,473 


276,159 


13,5a 
1 
1 

301 


1/ 


1 

165 


14,010 


152 
20 
1 

2,141 
5,213 

510 
13 

789 
1,567 


10,406 


1,210 
44 


39,591 


3,111 
102,432 
1,476 
20,028 
15,032 
1,418 
32,023 
990 

8,524 
3,979 
13,409 
1,100 
1,549 
340 


205,411 


508 
20,789 
3,527 
2,141 
5,213 
623 
2,600 
39,400 
2^177 


76.978 

1,974 
1,473 

 i*L 


315,750 


1/  Less  than  500  bushels. 


Compiled  from  Trade  of  Canada,  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Department  of 
Trade  and  Commerce,  Ottawa,  Canada 
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MALAYAN  RICE  POSITION 
CONTINUES  GOOD 

Malaya  had  another  record  rice  crop  in  1957-58.    The  harvest,  estimated 
at  1,762  million  pounds  of  rough  rice,  turned  out  better  than  expected,  and 
slightly  exceeded  the  1,750 -million -pound  crop  in  1956-57. 

Net  imports  during  the  first  h  months  of  1958  increased  moderately  over 
those  in  the  corresponding  months  of  1957*    Thus,  Malaya's  favorable  stock 
position  at  the  beginning  of  1958  "was  maintained  in  the  first  part  of  the 
year. 

Rice  acreage  in  1958-59  is  expected  to  increase  slightly.    As  of  August 
1,  drought  in  the  early -producing  areas  was  delaying  planting.  However, 
given  good  weather  the  rest  of  the  year,  growers  could  have  another  record 
crop. 

Malaya's  rice  market  through  1958  is  expected  to  be  slow,  but  with 
prices  firm.    High  storage  costs  and  bank  charges  being  paid  on  large 
quantities  of  rice  now  held  at  Singapore  and  the  high  price  of  rice  will 
probably  prevent  further  accumulation  of  stocks.    Rice  imports  will  probably 
be  at  the  replacement  rate. 

Trade  sources  expect  freight  rates  from  Thailand  and  Burma  to  advance. 
F.o.b.  prices  of  rice  from  Thailand  on  July  23  were  (dollars  per  100  pounds): 
100  percent  whole  grain,  7-19-7. 31;  5  percent  broken,  6. 68-6.7^-j  10  percent 
broken,  6.  ^-9-6. 55i  15  percent  broken,  6.36-6.^-2.    F.o.b.  prices  of  Burmese 
Ngasein  rice  were  (dollars  per  100  pounds):    100  percent  whole  grain,  6.85; 
5  percent  broken,  6,k^;  Japan,  15  percent  broken,  6,01;  Small  Mills  Special, 
k.QQ;  and  Small  Mills  Quality,  5.13. 

CUBAN  RICE  CROP  DOM; 
IMPORT  NEEDS  INCREASE 

Cuba's  1958-59  rice  crop  is  forecast  at  around  i+85  million  pounds  of 
rough  rice,  the  smallest  harvest  in  3  years.  Production  in  1957-58,  esti- 
mated at  580  million  pounds,  was  second  only  to  the  record  1956-57  harvest 
of  615  million  pounds. 

This  forecast  is  based  on  a  material  reduction  in  acreage,  due  mainly 
to  rebel  activity  in  the  main  producing  provinces  of  Oriente,  Pinar  del  Rio, 
Camaguey,  and  Las  Villas.    A  contributing  factor  is  the  "hoja  blanca" 
disease,  still  widespread. 

By  the  end  of  July,  over  3  million  bags  of  the  July-June  (1958-59) 
low-duty  quota  had  been  purchased  from  U.  S.  exporters.     This  was  three- 
fourths  of  the  k  million  bags  already  authorized  for  the  year.    An  additional 
deficit  quota  of  500,000  quintals  (507,000  bags)  may  be  authorized  for  entry 
prior  to  November  1. 
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Cuban  per  capita  consumption  of  milled  rice  in  the  quota  year  beginning 
July  1957  "was  at  a  high  level  of  122  pounds.    Total  consumption  during  the 
year  was  estimated  at  9>075>000  bags.,  and  stocks  on  July  1,  1958*  at  1,330,000 
bags . 

Wholesale  prices  for  both  domestic  and  imported  milled  rice  from  July 
1957  through  June  1958  were  considerably  higher  than  in  the  year  before.  Rice 
prices  in  1958-59  are  expected  to  remain  relatively  high. 


RICE:    Cuban  wholesale  prices,  selected  types ,  imported  and  domestic, 
per  100  pounds,  February -July,  1957  and  1958 


Year  and  variety 

■ 

Feb. 

■ 

]  March 

April 

t 

,  May 

1 

1 

June 

* 

j  July 

-  U.  S.  Dollars  - 

1957: 

U.  S.  rice: 

Blue  Bonnet  100x100  

15.25 

:  15.25 

.  15.00 

;  16.00 

16.00 

:  16.00 

Valencia,  California  l/.... 

•  13.25 

:  13.25 

13.25 

!  13.25 

:  13.75 

.  lU.50 

Tio  Ben  (  sack)  • 

17.25 

:  17.25 

17.25 

17.50 

.  17.50 

:  17.50 

Cuban  rice: 

:  1^.50 

;  2/ 

Honduras  No.  1   

:  1^.25 

I  13.75 

:  13.75 

':  1^.75 

Honduras  No.  5   

-  13.00 

:  13-00 

-  12.25 

:  12.50 

:  12.50 

■  13.00 

1958: 

U.  S.  rice: 

Blue  Bonnet  100x100  

|  18.00 

j  18.00 

\  17.75 

■  18.50 

'  17.50 

j  18.25 

Valencia,  California  l/.... 

•  17.00 

;  18.00 

:  18.00 

:  18.00 

18.75 

.  18.00 

Tio  Ben  ( sack)  

:  20.25 

:  21.00 

.  21.00 

:  21.00 

.  21.00 

j  20.50 

Cuban  rice: 

;  2/ 

;  2/ 

Honduras  No .  1   ; 

15.75 

:  15.50 

>  15.50 

|  16.00 

Honduras  No .  5   ' 

13.75 

;  13.00 

.  13.00 

:  13.00 

,  13.00 

:  13.50 

1/  Extra  fancy.     2/  Unquoted. 


Source:    Boletin  Semanal  del  Mercado  (Weekly  Market  Bulletin). 

NIGERIA'S  PALM  OIL  AND  KERNEL 
EXPORTS  EXPECTED  TO  INCREASE 

Nigeria's  exports  of  palm  oil  and  palm  kernels  during  fiscal  year  July 
1958  through  June  1959  are  expected  to  exceed  those  in  1957-58. 

Purchases  of  palm  oil  during  January-July  1958,  at  16^,000  short  tons, 
were  5  percent  larger  than  in  the  same  months  of  1956,  while  palm  kernel  pur- 
chases, at  318,000  tons,  were  up  6  percent  from  last  year. 
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SUEZ  CANAL  NORTHBOUND  OILSEED 
SHIPMENTS  DOWN  IN  JUNE 

Northbound  shipments  of  oilseeds  through  the  Suez  Canal  in  October  1957-June 
1958  (the  first  3  quarters  of  the  marketing  year)  were  down  sharply  from  the 
corresponding  9-month  period  in  1956-57.    Likewise,  shipments  in  June  of  this 
year --down  appreciably  from  May- -were  sharply  below  June  of  last  year,  and  the 
tonnage  was  only  half  of  that  in  June  1956. 

Soybean  shipments  in  June  totaled  35,000  short  tons  (1.2  million  bushels). 
They  were  almost  10  percent  below  those  of  May,  but  about  k-0  percent  above  those 
in  June  1957. 

October-June  shipments  of  soybeans  totaled  301,000  short  tons  (10.0  million 
bushels),  down  nearly  k-0  percent  from  the  volume  shipped  in  the  first  9  months 
of  the  1955-56  marketing  year. 

October-June  shipments  of  copra  were  only  slightly  below  those  of  1955-56. 
Peanuts  shipped  through  the  Suez  during  the  October- June  period  were  only  about 
one-third  1955-56  shipments,  probably  reflecting  a  shortage  of  peanuts  for 
export  in  Communist  China. 

Shipments  of  cottonseed  in  the  same  9 -month  period  were  slightly  below  those 
of  1955-56;  flaxseed  shipped  through  the  Suez  was  almost  one-fourth  below  that 
of  1955-56;  and  the  volume  of  miscellaneous  oil-bearing  materials  in  October-June 
of  this  year  was  about  one -fourth  less  than  2  years  earlier. 


OILSEEDS:     Suez  Canal,  northbound  shipments  May  and  June 
1956-58,  October-June  1955-56  and  1957-58  1/ 


Commodity 

• 

May 

June  ' 

October -June 

;  1956  ; 

1957 : 

1958 ; 

1956  ; 

1 

1957 : 

i 

1958 : 

1955-56  \ 

1957-58 

1,000  short 

tons 

1,000  short 

tons 

1,000  short  tons 

63  • 

22  : 

39 

67 

25 

35 

i^-88 

301 

•  6k 

k6 

^7 

78 

50 

kl 

6^5 

637 

..:  50 

:    22  • 

8 

•      8  • 

18  • 

7 

:  356 

:  123 

•  18 

:  22 

11 

:  28 

37 

:  9 

:  10k 

:  97 

2 

:  3 

k 

:  2 

1 

kO 

32 

..:  18 

:  18 

21 

:  25 

11 

.  12 

213 

15k 

• 

..:  215 

:  133 

:  130 

208 

.  lk-2 

10k 

!  1,31+6 

:  1,3^ 

l/  Marketing  year  1955-56,  rather  than  1956-57,  is  given  for  use  in  comparisons 
since  the  Suez  Canal  was  closed  November  1956  through  March  1957.     2/  To 
convert  to  bushels  use  33.3  bushels  per  ton.     3/  To  convert  to  bushels  use 
35.7  bushels  per  ton. 


Source:    Monthly  Bulletin,  Suez  Canal  Authority. 
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NORWAY'S  FIXED  PRODUCER 
GRAIN  PRICES  UNCHANGED 

Guaranteed  producer  prices  for  Norway's  grain  crop  will  "be  the  same 
for  1958-59  through  I96O-6I  (marketing  years  "beginning  July  1)  as  they 
have  been  the  past  2  years. 

These  prices,  in  kroner  per  100  kilograms ,  with  the  equivalents  in 
dollars  per  bushel  in  parentheses,  are:    wheat,  90  ($3- ^3)  J  rye,  68 
($2.1*2);  barley,  63  ($1.92;  and  oats,  5I*  ($1.10). 

All  of  Norway's  domestically  produced  wheat,  rye,  oats,  and  barley 
is  purchased  and  resold  by  the  State  Grain  Corporation,  a  government 
agency.    The  purpose  of  the  relatively  high  guaranteed  producer  prices 
is  to  stimulate  domestic  production. 

Norway's  grain  output  has  varied  widely  in  recent  years,  but  from 
1953  to  1957  wheat  in  general  declined  from  1,1*29,000  to  1,102,000 
bushels,  rye  from  55,000  to  51,000  bushels,  and  oats  from  12,339,000 
to  9; 3^9^000  bushels.    Barley,  however,  increased  from  9^81*, 000  to 
ll*,  1*95, 000  bushels. 

The  State  Grain  Corporation  also  imports  and  resells  all  the 
foreign  grains  Norway  needs  (except  malting  barley),  grain  products, 
and  feed  concentrates.    The  decline  in  production  of  bread  grains  is 
being  offset  somewhat  by  a  drop  in  domestic  consumption  of  these  grains, 
and  the  expansion  in  barley  production  tends  to  offset  recent  increases 
in  use  of  feed  grains,    Norway's  imports  of  grains  are  therefore  not 
likely  to  increase  in  the  near  future. 

Norway's  1956-58  trade  agreement  with  the  Soviet  Union  provides 
for  annual  imports  of  90,000  metric  tons  (3,307,000  bushels)  of  Russian 
wheat,  30,000  tons  (l,l8l,000  bushels)  of  rye,  and  15,000  tons  (591,000 
bushels)  of  corn.  These  quantities  of  wheat  and  rye  are,  respectively, 
about  one-third  and  one-half  of  Norway's  total  annual  import  require- 
ments of v these  grains.  The  general  policy  is  to  maximize  grain  imports 
from  the  Soviet  Union  in  order  to  provide  markets  for  various  Norwegian 
products  in  that  country. 

However,  the  U.S.  share  of  Norway's  wheat  imports  for  use  as  food 
increased  from  l6  percent  in  1955-56  to  20  percent  in  1956-57;  while 
the  Soviet  Union's  share  declined  from  30  to  27  percent.  Canada's 
share  increased  from  31  to  38  percent.    Total  1955-56  wheat  imports 
were  3l*l*-,935  metric  tons  (l2,67l*,000  bushels),  and  1956-57  imports 
totaled  309,1*68  tons  (11,371,000  bushels). 
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SPANISH  PURCHASE  PRICE  FOR 
SOYBEAN  OIL  (CORRECTION) 

Purchase  prices  for  soybean  oil  "by  Spain  under  a  recent  Public  Law  kQO 
were  incorrectly  quoted  in  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  August  25,  1958*  They 
should  have  read  as  follows"!     refined  oil--$282.75  to  $283.95  per  short  ton, 
f.o.b.  and  f.a.s.;  crude  oil- -§22k.  1+7  per  short  ton. 

U.  S.  COTTON  LINTERS  EXPORTS 
DECLINE  IN  JUNE 

U.S.  exports  of  cotton  linters,  mostly  chemical  qualities,  were  11,000 
bales  (500  pounds  gross)  in  June  1958,  compared  with  exports  of  17,000  bales 
in  May,  and  32,000  bales  in  June  1957. 

Exports  during  August-June  1957-58  were  21^,000  bales~-down  k6  percent 
from  exports  of  395*000  bales  in  the  corresponding  1956-57  period. 

Principal  destinations  of  linters  exports  during  August-June  1957-58, 
with  comparable  195^-57  figures  in  parentheses >  were:    West  Germany  76,000 
bales  (137,000);  United  Kingdom  1+0,000  (1+9,000);  Netherlands  30,000  (68,000); 
Canada  26,000  (32,000);  Japan  22,000  (63,000);  and  France  17,000  (27,000). 

U.  S.  EXPORTS  LESS 
COTTON  IN  JUNE 

U.S.  exports  of  cotton  (all  types)  in  June  1958  were  1+53,000  bales  of 
500  pounds  gross  (^+33,000  running  bales).    This  was  a  decline  of  over  18 
percent  from  May  exports  of  558,000  bales  and  June  1957  exports  of  553,000 
bales . 

Exports  during  August -June  1957-58  were  at  the  favorable  level  of 
5,^73,000  bales  (5,21+9,000  running  bales).    Although  exports  through  June 
were  27  percent  below  the  7,^-79,000  bales  exported  to  this  date  a  year  ago, 
they  exceeded  average  exports  during  the  period  1952-57  hy  1,1+89,000  bales, 
or  37  percent. 

Total  sales  of  upland  cotton  under  the  1957-58  program  for  export 
between  August  16,  1957,  and  July  31,  I958,  were  5,31+7,000  bales.  Exports 
for  the  1957-58  season  (August-July)  are  expected  to  reach  at  least 
5,600,000  running  bales,  compared  with  exports  of  7,600,000  bales  in 
1956-57. 

Sales  under  the  1953-59  program,  for  export  on  or  after  August  1,  1958, 
totaled  75^,551  bales  as  of  August  18,  I958.    The  average  selling  price 
for  the  sales  on  August  13  was  28.59  cents  per  pound  for  Middling  1-inch 
cotton  at  average  location,  compared  with  28.^+2  cents  for  the  previous 
sales  on  August  1+.    Exports  in  the  1958-59  season  may  be  around  1,000,000 
bales  below  1957-58  exports. 
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COTTON:    United  States  exports  by  country  of  destination,  averages  1935-39 
and  1945-49,  annual  1955  and  1956,  August-June  1956-57  and  1957-58 


(Bales  of  500  pounds  gross) 


:          Year  beginning  August  1 

August-June 

t-K>um;ry  oi 
destination 

5 

1935-39: 

"age 
1945=49 

!    1955  ! 

!  1956 

•  < 

;  1956-57; 

1 

;  1957-58 

• 
• 

• 

1,000 

s    1,000  ! 

:    1,000  : 

!    1,000  1 

,      1,000  ! 

:  1,000 

• 
• 

bales 

:  bales 

:    bales  ! 

!  bales 

:    bales  i 

i  bales 

0 

:    1/  36 : 

:  18 

A  1 

!        £0  : 

1  5o 

169  i 

:  131 

:         30  : 

!  337 

!  322 

:  173 

33 

!  1U 

!  3 

:  25 

:  23 

s  25 

35  i 

:         21  , 

!         16  : 

:  33 

!            29  ! 

!■  19 

662  ! 

:  575 

:       178  : 

433 

:  426 

i  296 

511 

:  340 

!         74  1 

1  1,061 

* 

:    1,005  ' 

!  595 

14*2  ! 

!      489  j 

!        105  ! 

:  722 

r  684 

i  530 

107 

!  131 

:        17  ' 

:  260 

253 

!  103 

17 

:  7 

2/  i 

i  21 

5            20  ! 

:  13 

180 

;  69 

5  1 

!  27 

1  2 

1  228 

36  : 

!  2/ 

»          5  1 

:  91 

:        89  : 

;  24 

108  : 

>     "69  i 

!          143  ! 

:  174 

rm 

I  197 

115  : 

!         12  : 

:        10  : 

111 

:  104 

!  117 

11  ! 

!  26 

:  1U 

:  121 

:  119 

:  79 

1.3U6 

:  488 

153  ' 

;  1,050 

1  985 

!  671 

17  : 

f  U7 

!        109  ! 

:  mi 

1  140 

\  85 

3/  96  i 

t    4/  90 

:  5 

:  39 

32 

!  17 

3.68* 

!  {&$ 

881  :  4.700 

:    4.U57  i 

i  3,222 

• 
• 

301  : 

:       275  : 

1        75  ■ 

!  380 

:  358 

:  259 

11  ! 

:         16  s 

:        11  ! 

31  ! 

!          30  i 

!  39 

5/ 

1  5 

t        15  1 

t        19  1 

\         19  : 

!  18 

%/  : 

35 

!  45 

1  95 

5        87  ! 

!  123 

^52  ! 

86  i 

t          9  : 

;  301 

!  291 

1  113 

5/ 

!  $ 

15  • 

!            43  1 

!            Ill  ! 

:  31 

V  » 

!    6/  48 

1       135  > 

!       220  ! 

!  198 

5  193 

1,1U2  ! 

:       585  J 

:       873  : 

.    1,589  ' 

:    1,479  ! 

:  1,068 

Philippines,  Rep.  of.: 

2  - 

:          4  ! 

s         12  : 

36  1 

1        3U  1 

i  56 

*V: 

i          1  : 

!       124  : 

i       162  s 

:       161  j 

:  96 

:          2  : 

!          13  i 

11  ! 

:        11  ! 

!  0 

9  ! 

:         20  : 

:        14  : 

\        74  1 

!          71  i 

:  3U 

20  : 

:  24 

!          27  i 

:  52 

:        50  i 

:  66 

5/  > 

!              3  ! 

!              6  ! 

15  \ 

14  ! 

10 

9  ! 

!          7  : 

!         28  i 

:        81  ! 

:        76  i 

i  6U 

7/  15U  i 

!  8/  404  ! 

37  ! 

:  9/  108  ! 

102  : 

81 

Total  5 00 -lb.  bales.: 

:    4,065  - 

:    2,320  : 

:    7,917  - 

■    7,47?  i 

5,U7,3 

Total  running  bales.. 

5,300  j 

'    3,917  : 

:    2,215  : 

7,598  : 

:    7,180  ! 

i  5,249 

1/  U-year  average.    2/  Less  than  500  bales.    3/  Includes  Czechoslovakia 
6^7   4/  Includes  Czechoslovakia  57  and  Greece  21.    5/  If  any,  included  in 
other  countries.    6/  3-year  average.    7/  Includes  China  117,  and  French 
Indochina  22.    8/  deludes  China  i^Ol.    9/  Includes  Pakistan  28,  Union  of 
South  Africa  31,  and  Uruguay  15. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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U.  S.  EXPORTS  OF  AMERICAN- 
EGYPTIAN  COTTON  AT  LOW  POINT 

U.S.  exports  of  American -Egyptian  ( extra -long -staple)  cotton  were  57 
bales  (500  pounds  gross)  in  June  1953;  compared  with  56  bales  in  May,  and 
1,000  bales  in  June  1957*    All  of  the  June  exports  went  to  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Exports  during  August-June  1957-58  were  10,000  bales,  in  contrast  to 
60,000  bales  in  the  same  months  of  1956-57.    The  United  Kingdom,  France, 
and  Austria  imported  the  largest  quantities  in  this  11 -month  period,  with 
smaller  quantities  going  to  Chile,  West  Germany,  Colombia,  Italy,  and  the 
Netherlands . 

CANADA'S  COTTON  CONSUMPTION 
CONTINUES  DOWNTREND 

Canada's  cotton  consumption  during  July  1958  showed  the  heaviest 
seasonal  decline  in  21  years,  according  to  the  Cotton  Institute  of  Canada. 
July  consumption  of  19,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  was  down  30  percent 
from  the  27,000  bales  used  in  June,  and  was  17  percent  below  consumption 
of  23,000  bales  in  July  1957 •    The  unusually  heavy  decline  was  attributed 
mainly  to  increased  competition  from  imported  textiles. 

Cotton  consumption  (including  some  spinnable  waste)  during  the  1957-58 
season  (August-July)  was  3^-2,000  bales,  down  10  percent  from  the  381,000 
bales  used  in  1956-57' 

COTTON  CONSUMPTION  ABROAD  AT 
FAVORABLE  LEVEL;  IMPORTS  DECLINE 

A  favorable  level  of  cotton  consumption  in  principal  foreign  "Free 
World"  importing  countries  continued  well  into  the  last  half  of  the  1957-58 
season  (August-July) .     Consumption  in  these  countries  declined  only  3  per- 
cent, while  imports  were  down  l6  percent  from  the  heavy  imports  a  year 
earlier  when  stocks  were  being  replenished.    As  a  result,  stocks  were  about 
310,000  bales  lower  near  the  end  of  the  season  than  on  August  1,  1957 • 

Both  cotton  consumption  and  imports  have  increased  in  Austria,  Sweden, 
and  Hong  Kong.     Imports  have  not  kept  pace  with  the  relatively  high  rate 
of  consumption  in  France,  West  Germany,  Portugal,  and  Switzerland.  Declines 
in  both  cotton  consumption  and  imports  have  occurred  elsewhere,  principally 
in  Japan,  the  United  Kingdom,  Belgium,  Spain,  and  Canada.    Major  stock 
declines  have  occurred  in  France,  Switzerland,  and  the  United  Kingdom. 

Figures  on  1957-58  cotton  consumption,  imports,  and  stocks  in  the 
principal  foreign  "Free  World"  importing  countries  are  compared  with 
similar  periods  a  year  earlier  in  the  table  facing. 
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-  28  - 


